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Ordinem nou dari nifi cum ratione ad aliquid primum. Avertoes. 
Mihi pax on cum croibus bello crvils wnilior videtwr, Cicero. 


It is to be noted in a controvetted caſe that a private man by 
no means ought to take upon himſelf to judge, bur follow 
the poſſeſſion: ſo did Chriſt commandtribute co bepaid 
ro Ceſar,becauſe the money bare his Image, thar is,ſaith he, 
becauſe he was in poſſeſſion of the Empire, H. Grotim. 
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Querie I. 
| xy Hether that good and fober men of any 
\/ V Nation may not be too apt and ready 
through ther own incogitancy and un- 
adviſedneſs to murmure and repine at their Gover- 
nors and Government, and that without a cauſe : 
The reaſon of this Querie is grounded both upon 
preſident and experience : the preſidents are robe 
found amongſt the peopleof 1ſrael; As that ſaying 
of theirs urito Moſes, who maze thee a Ruler antl a judue 
over us 2 And again, wheti Afofes ſmote the Egypre- 
an ,' heſuppoſed that his brethren would haveun- 
derſtood that God by his hand would deliver them, 
yet we ſeethey did not : the experience hath been 
1inourown land; how have we admired both Go- 
vernors aid Govertiment? hay. we have been like'nn- 
to thoſe $. Pau] ſpeaks of, that would have pluckt 
out their own eyes and have given them unto him; 
even ſowe counted not our. lives too dear to be facri- 
ficed for'rhemy and yet wo have ſeerr our ſelves dif- 
appointed in our expeRations : ' Now.theh if thoſe 
high and confident-thoughts of heart concetning che 
goodneſs and beneht of Governors 4nd' Government 
have ſuffered a fruſtrarion';/ rhen by the fatne Rule 
may thetoo mean and hard thoughts either of Go= 
vernor or Government, teceive the like check,ſhame 
and' diſappointment 'as the 7ſraelfres did concertiing - 
Moſes, and actording rothat 'maxirtic, Corrrariacon- 
frariorum ſunt  conſequentias A 2 2- Whe- 


| 
2. Whether that the ſedition and diviſion daily 
ſown and fomemedbe not fruirs of the fleſh, and che 
ceds-men thereof "render "themſelves exceeding | 
culpable, both before God and all conſidering men: 
__ whether ſuch perſons may.,not claim the titles, 
or at lcaſt be juſtly conferred upon them, mentioned 
ig.che Epiſtle of, ade 8; 2-Pet. 2,10. 2 Tim. 3: 3, $+ 
Z U1Z. 10 be murmurers complainers,trattors,high-minded, 
LO who deſpiſe Government, preſumptuous, ſelf-willed,and 
LL alſo not afraid. to ſpeak evil of digntties - now all theſe 
ſeveral fag erl is are eB. a very offenſive unta 
God, yetrhelaſt ſeems to. carry a greater.emphaſis 
in it , . As.20t.to be afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities :.1t 
15, a certain kind of boldneſs to blaſpheme, for every 
kind of Aythority hath a.divine Ramp upon it; and 
_ thegreaterand higherany Authority is, thegreater 
1s.the fin and the. nearer to blaſphemy. indeed;no wv 
for a man.to be bold and daring in a. wickednels, i 
imports a ſtrange .kind of eftrangement from, God, 
and of a profijtured conſcience; therefore'men verſed 
in this evil, occupation had need to confider whether 
(a5oording, to our Saviours ſaying) the; word above + 
mentioned will not judge them. at thegreatday,and | 
: before alſo, for. commonly they have. part. in hand b 
E until che, whole.be; paid ; Now.'whether the ſin be 
Z not yer Erepterpeingdone. and and- perpetrated 1 
rhe name of God., and, many times in;/places where 
| berter chings ſhould be both: ſpokenand heard, and 
- whether, that makes.it not more abominable: as then 
old ſaying is, .:.;- Cort bas SET 
herher char God Almighty the King of ' 
declared as with an 
audible . 
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audible vaice from heaven, thatamongftall the ſon i 
of eſſe, this is that: Daved thar' he harch choſen-tobe "i 
King of ,our Iſrael: elſc what is the meaning of all = 
| ho defeats and diſappointments of Treaſon, War 
and Bloud, and of all theſe ſignal preſcrvations,cven 
tothe admiration. of all that love him, andto the .. 
terror of thoſe that ſeek hjs hurt, if thar- the Lord 
that-preſcrved Daxzel in the Lions den was not with 
him? His enemies they..neither - wanted will nor | 
power nor ſuþtilry to. bring it-ro paſs, but God kept - 
an opportunity our of their way. 7 confeſſe , there 4s 
a. wicked mind amongſt many, which ſay now-adays 
| asthe. Jews did by our Saviours miracles,that cither 
they were not at all, orelſe done by anevil ſpirit; . 
whether ſuch men had not-need to be-careful left 
they fight againſt Ggdzas they alſo. did. 
To whom did God Almighty ever do more, or 
ive greater tcſtimony unto then. unto” the preſent 
Ford rateqor? .hath not God crowned him with as 


; many ſignal. tokens of his-favour as ever he did any 
che Kings of 1ſrael > much leſs doubtleſs did he ever 
+ rake pleaſure inany of. che Kings-of Ezgland after - 


ſuch a manner : now then if that: God Almighty - 
hath owned and peculiarized him from amongſt % | 
; many Worthies, and hath made-him to gread upon 
Scorpions, and ſuffer no deadly thing to'hurt him, | 
t and hath pourcd contempr, diſgrace and ruine upon 
all his adverſaries, why then ſhould not'any mans 
conſcience give him leave to ſay,. this-is Gods Anoin> - 
ted, and him will weobey and pray for? : | 
4. Whether the principal ends-of freedom'and - 
liberty formerly.cngaged- for benot intheletrer and 
by. interpretation tully anſwered inthe preſent Go- - 
_ 7 The 


1, > 2 ” 

Theffirſt and mainend- was, the liberty of conſci- 
| ence, which the lateKing and Ziſhops did infringe: 
| thac was.the padin the firaw, which did ſodifcaſc 
| and trouble many honeſt and upright heatrs. Irs true 
' therewas ſhip-money, and ſome other extra-legal 
raxes; but that which made thoſe mole-hils ſeem 
mountains was, that they muſt not.onely proſtirute 
their. purſes but their conſciences alſo: as likewiſe 
is is apparent that upon all rurns and breaches both 
with the Scots, and with the Parliament, it was be- 
cauſe the onedid abſolutelydefire rule and domina- 
tioninthings Ecclefiaſtick,and the other was at leaft 
ſuſpeRed to have an itch that way; which could nor 
be born at any hand: had it not been for this great - 
thing cotled liberty of conſcience, a hundred thin 
 -would not have beenſomuchinfiſted upon,and would 

have been caſily ſwallowed without thoſe various 
combuſtions and ſtirs... + © 
.., Now: then inthis our mouths may be wide open, 
.and ſay ,what.is wanting to any, or whocanjuſtly 
complain (except it ben liberty to ſinne;) There i 
0 lowing of the Oxen nor Bleateng of the ſheep inthis 
_ cafetoany that is ſomuch as morally civi},-but all 

art perfc& peace and liberty, as if God was come 
down among men.:_ onely the Armmiay - party com- 
plain they are brow-bearen, which ts a lirtle roo ap- 
parent I confeſs. in ſome caſes, but bleſſcd be God 
they may notwithſtanding ſay their lot is fallen in 
@ good ground. Doubtleſs rhe conrroverſie is not for 
every underſtanding rofeach or fadome; but whe- 
ther þe not moreecaſie to be believed rhenrefured, 
1 leave: r0.others ;. for my- own parr, I cannot. bnc 
believe that there may beaneleQ&ion of fome park 
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lar perſons more then others : Yet withal I:cannot -. 
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diſcerne from the Scriptures nor Reaſon how-thoſe 


terrible and doleful decrees of particular perſons 
to be damned from eternity ſhould be ſupported - 
Now then if conſcience be free,and noreſtraint either 
to the weak or. the ſtrong in. well doing.. In 
this have younort all, or once. would it not have been 
citeemed fo: Let every man then examine his own - 
- conſcience, and ſay plainly whats ir he wants (fa- 
ving the caſting out of that. unclean {pirit of pride, 
Arrogancie and Ingratitude) and then doubtleſs he. 
1s cither a man that is well, or may be if he himfclf_ 
ſcecauſe. | ION 
5 Whcther thepreſent taxes be. any ground at 
allof the leaſt diſcontent toany ſort of men whas- 
ſoever: Becaufe Firſt, as to the Parliament Party 
and thoſe under that head, they have the .greatelt . 
reaſon to fit down not with patience onely bur with 
ſatisfaction, for two reaſons at lealt -. Firſt, becauſe. 
by the late quarrel they haye not diminiſhed their . 
eftates and treaſure, bur may ſafely ſay (and ſpeak 
no  paralyg) they have. increaſed them, and have. 
with their blows received ſuitable encouragement; . 
erthoſc of . that- ſort rhar ſtaid-by the ſtuffe have 
ccn beft rewarded. . Therefore. for theſe Gentle . 
 menthat have reapt ſogooda crop and fo plentiful. 
harveſt ro. fcruple the {gr of-their dues, and 
to ſparea little out. of their-abundance, were high 
ingratitude to Godand/mens. Conſidering there 1s 
nothing .in_ all theſe. preſcns tranſactions; bur what. 
themfclves have bad ſomehand in-recffeg. 


Secondly, 1f there, were nothing eHe but 'thax . 


ey - : worſhip 
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worſhip atid fervice, it were ſuificient, becauſe they 


would in time p! 


at have purchaſedir ara dearer rate 


-when they were worſe able ro bear it. 


- And as toothers as wellas to the generation men- 


,xzioned, 7* mean all: the Proteſtants of England 
-as they are both Chriſtians and Engliſh' men, have 
\not the leaſt ground of diſcontent. For the quarrel 


-new is becomethe old Proteſtant cauſe that ever 
was afoot fince the Reformation; it- hath pleaſed 
God'rhrough his infinite wiſdom to end allour pri- 
vare, and national- quarrells, and ſettle it at that 
Poinrof rhe compaſs where doubtleſs God Almigh- 
ty expeas we ſhould all agree. : 
» Although the charge hath been grear;, and ſome 
mens lives have expired in the quarrel, yet iffmen 
would be bur ingenuous, thereis much-done' already 
roward the charge againſt the Romiſh uſurparion, 
viz. what think you of the peace with Portugal, and 
the freedom from the Inquiſition there? whereof our 
merchants and feamen already feel the benefit: and 
I doubr not bur the King of -Spatz alfo will hearken 
fan terms propoſed by 
his Highneſs ere it be long.” Therefore having pur 
eurhandsro'the.plough let us nor look back, but ra- 
rher rejoyce that God Almighty till takes pleaſure 
i-England to'produce fuch Worthics as ſhall be the 
worlds reformers, as Conſtantine the firſt Chriſtian 
-Emperour borne-at York, and Lucius the firſt Chri-: 
Rian'King: and whocannot burdiſcerne, as'Conſtan. 
tne was a blefſed mftrument of Gods ro diſcharge the 
world from-many'of thoſe groſs 7dolatries and ſy- 
perſtitions of the heathens,” bur that his Highneſs is 
.zman cxakted and taiſed 8 purpole to purge, as'by- 
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_ fire;the cortuptions, /dolarries &heatheniſh ſuperſti- * 
rions of the: Church of. Zome-.: Conſidering alſo that 
God-hath made many:promiſes-to. extirpate' all thar- 
is of may be 'called Antichriſtianz now for.us.to be | 
ligent, and murmure atſo-good a work, and nor 
ratherbe: thankful-though- it coſt us'our.all,-'is as 
 michas:toſayto rhe Lord, Depart from us,for. we 
would ſerve other maſters,would not this be to draw 
a ſackcloth over the ſun, and. to poure contempt and. 
ſhame tipon'our-own heads! whom God: and. Chrift 
would have lifted up, and would-it not make us like 
nnto /eruſalem as: a carcaſe without aiſoul foſoon as, 
the Lord had lefr them, we know the cagles?I-mean. 
the Romans (whoſe eniigne was: mottoed. with: an 
cagle) ſoon made: a prey of: them; And further were. 
it any ignoble.deſigne or perſonal--quarrel or point 
of honor, we might well ſay then what needs this, 
waſt? but where there is not the leaſt compoſitionor 
ingredient that is . not honourable , , but-a. common. 
proteſtant cauſe-and for the: whole worlds reforma-. 
tion, let us not grudge leſt God repent.;. |, -- 2-712, 
6 Whether it were not more-Chriſtian and bet< 
ter becoming the miniſtry to leave their: obſcure. 
prayers,as when they pray: for the agroms : Autho-. 
rity,for the Chict magiſtrate,forrthoſe in Authority 
&c. and to pray in plain and-intelligibleEngliſh-for. 
his Highneſs the Lord Proteior .of England, Scotland 
and-treland and the territories thereunto belonging, . 
and for the Lords of his: Councel,and for his famyly;. 
& c.for by-rhe former tcrmes of Art no man: knows, 
whom they mean,wherher hisHighnefs or-che vaga-. 
ror on the other ſide: If 7 may-be ſo bold 7 think 
they have as much zeafon as the Kings Clergy, for 
| RN B they 
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© Fhope there is-no- ſuch, roet of bit 

> they wanmwmnconragement, and:men. abethes 
minds. are tolexated, 8c. to be: rhe: canſe-of this 
kindot.obſcure, ode pep: yers 2 

Alas-his-Higtmeſs is the fattierof us all, a:fatherof 
2 tamily-doth-nor diſcourage. or. upbraid any for rt 
ym rept good memory, ſoquick-of 
ing ; no-more- ca his: Highneſs ro, a, 
" ſeveral and-various minds, it he ſhould ir would 
render himunnatural : for irts. much. for any ma- 
giſtratero- keep himfelf free. from the chaxye in the 
Dat veniam corvis, Vexat:- cenfura, colunibas, 


Thich 7. doubt norhis Highneſs will have regard 


unto as hitherto. 
BE Whetherthe inflicting the-ſevereſt puniſhment-- 
traitors ,- confpirgrogs »: &c. be aty. cauſeof 
tisfaction-roany,burratherby farof cheguecarh 
content and ſybmiſhon:for havenor: thofſeGentlemen 
that have been known by the name of rhe Kings par- 
ty been favourably dcalt with,confidered 2s conque- 
red>their' penances for their taults have been very: 


toletable, and 7 know-upon good:grounds that: many: 


are {v-ir /as to-acknowledge it, and will ſay, 
they believe: rhey ſhould not have-thewn ſo much: 
favour as-is received z. his Highneſs inthis imitates: 
n Almighty: inſuch-a demeauonrofhimſelt, for if. 
ey; wr, ITO -and long-fufferance 
willnor do;rhen he eth out.his wratiapd indig-. 
vation upon the difobedient. Now: all. that ſeems; 
haxd i 45+ thar {0 _ worthy ns he, 
ieved 
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' believed hath had neither - "intention heart - 
nor hand” i any Ereafonable- Ac, © ſhould-- 
be ſecured and 'kept under” reſtraint; rheequi- 
ryand reaſonof that: is: plain, becauſe a plotor'con- 
fpiracy being difcoveredconcerning a party, and ma- 
ny known to. be: guilty which-inappearance ſeemed. 
as harmleſs, &much-:more alfo then many of rhe reſt: 
. what would/they themſelvesdo but think and-be ve- 
ry jealous of the whole,and fo ſecure the nationand 
free the: perſons if innocentfrom a remprationand 
keep them our of harms way? Now tif his Highneſs 
ſhould-:hearken too muchts his own clemency4n ſuch 
caſes, whether he would nor, firſt fin againſt: Godin 
not inflicting puniſhment; fecondly, againſt the Na- 
tion; thirdly: againſt himſelf. © + - F2e- 
_- 8, Whether thar ' any people inthe world:(to 
wn rs any flattery).have Magiſtrates ſo free 
rom- al} manner of corruption as we have?-what 
Prince ſpends fo many hours in prayer and devoti- 
on'as'ours? what King harh a Counccllfo free from 
vice > no debauchery, no Juxury is to be heardof - 
amongſt rhem ;, bur are all examples of a holy re- 
ligious life fb the nation round about - how impar- 
tial in juſtice > I have not heard ſo much as onea- 
mongſt many thoſands tharcam ſay juſtice is denied 
him. And the Court governed according to. Davids 
pattern,not a'man that is a lyar muſt abideunder his 
roof, or any that have. dependency upon him : now ' 
then if ſo, can we hope-to be better, to have more 
juſtice under any other way or perſon 2 doe you think 
we ſhall have better examples, better -Counſellors,,. 
caſier Acceſs, freer from bribery, juſtice more equally. 
diſtributed > if we do, tt muſt be whenthe Millenary: 
kingdom comes to paſs, for my part I expect it not. 
| g. Whether: 
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entail” of-an eftate may-be cutoff, and is amongſt us. 
daily: fo.'God and: men have agreed to cut oft his: 
though T*think there was 'enough-in all, equit = 
reaſon to cutoff his father; yet ſome doſurmite, and; 
many believe that there was a greater judgement fol. 
lowed him then-rthe things he died for: therefore. 7. 
could wiſh that'no man would be ſo daring and-pre-: / 
ſumptuous as to think otherwiſe then rhat the juſtice: 
.of God and theuſtice of men'met : together to cut off 
that line: as he did concerning. E1;,he promiſed he . - 
ard his ſhould be prieſts for ever, yet we ſce for {1n 
and tranſgrefſion the line was cutoff, *Now its true; - 
the ſeeds eſcaped withtheir lives, 7am aprttothink. 
the reaſons they arenot of ſo ſanguine a conſtitution 


thoygh- in juſtice by che wiſe diſpenſations of. God- 
. thought meet to undergo the miſcry of being vaga- 
.£ors upon the faceof the earth. EG) eaten 


